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Chapter 6 — BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS

ARTICLE I. BUILDING CODE

Section 6-1. Purpose.

This chapter governs the administration and enforcement of the Florida Building Code. The
purpose of this chapter is to safeguard the public health, safety, and general welfare through
structural strength, means of ingress and egress, stability, sanitation, adequate light and
ventilation, energy conservation, and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards
attributed to the built environment.

Section 6-2. Florida Building Code Incorporated by Reference.

The Florida Building Code, as adopted and amended from time to time by rule of the Florida
Building Commission pursuant to Chapter 553, Florida Statutes, is adopted and incorporated by

reference. The Florida Building Code will be used in the administration and enforcement of this
chapter, except as otherwise modified in this chapter.

Section 6-3. Administration and Enforcement.

The administration provisions of the Florida Building Code will be used for the administration
and enforcement of this chapter, except as otherwise modified in this chapter.
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Enforcing officials. The City Manager or designee shall designate a Building Official to
administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. The Building Official may render
interpretations of this chapter and may adopt administrative policies and procedures in
order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such interpretations, policies, and
procedures must be in compliance with the purpose of this chapter, and may not have the
effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this chapter. The Building Official
may determine any requirements necessary for the strength, stability, or proper operation
of any existing or proposed building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing
system, or for the public safety, health, or general welfare, not specifically covered by this
chapter or other technical codes.

Required. Unless specifically exempted by the Florida Building Code, an owner or owner’s
authorized agent shall apply to the Building Official and obtain the required permit prior to
undertaking any of the following: 1) constructing, enlarging, altering, repairing, moving,
demolishing, or changing the occupancy of a building or structure; 2) erecting, installing,
enlarging, altering, repairing, removing, converting, or replacing any electrical, gas,
mechanical, or plumbing system or site construction, the installation of which is regulated
by this chapter; or 3) causing any such work to be performed.

Permit fees. Fees for any permit applied for under this chapter are established in this
chapter and must be paid at the time of filing an application.

1. Work starting before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work before

obtaining the necessary permits will be subject to permit fees that are double the
amount as provided in this chapter. This provision does not apply to emergency work
when delay would clearly have placed life or property in imminent danger. This
provision does not preclude any prosecution for commencing work without first
obtaining a permit, nor preclude the imposition of any other remedy or penalty
provided by law.

Right of entry. Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions
of this chapter, or whenever the Building Official has reasonable cause to believe that there
exists in_any building or upon any premises any condition or violation that makes such
building, structure, premises, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems unsafe,
dangerous, or hazardous, the Building Official may enter such building, structure, or
premises_at all reasonable times to inspect or to perform any duty imposed upon the
Building Official by this chapter. If such building or premises are occupied, the Building
Official shall first present proper credentials and request entry. If such building, structure, or
premises are unoccupied, the Building Official shall first make a reasonable effort to locate
the owner or other persons having charge or control to request entry. If entry is refused,
the Building Official has recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. When
the Building Official has first obtained a proper inspection warrant or other remedy
provided by law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other persons having charge,
care, or control of any building, structure, or premises may fail or neglect, after proper
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