
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 TO PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN, IN A TIMELY FASHION, ADEQUATE, 

EFFICIENT, RELIABLE, EQUITABLE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND 

PUBLIC FACILITIES THAT ARE FINANCIALLY FEASIBLE. 

CONSERVATION 

 ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN AN INTEGRATED AND URBAN-DEFINING OPEN 

SPACE NETWORK THAT PROTECTS AND CONSERVES KEY 

ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES.  

CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

 EXPAND THE ROLE OF THE CITY TO MEET THE NEED FOR SERVICES, 

COORDINATION, LEADERSHIP AND FUNDING FOR THE CULTURAL 

GROWTH OF THE COMMUNITY. 

 

 THE CITY SHALL FOSTER THE GROWTH OF A COMMUNITY WHERE THE 

ARTS ARE INCORPORATED AS A PART OF DAILY LIFE. 

FUTURE LAND USE 

 IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND ACHIEVE A SUPERIOR, SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT PATTERN IN THE CITY BY CREATING AND MAINTAINING 

CHOICES IN HOUSING, OFFICES, RETAIL, AND WORKPLACES, AND 

ENSURING THAT A PERCENTAGE OF LAND USES ARE MIXED, AND WITHIN 

WALKING DISTANCE OF IMPORTANT DESTINATIONS. 

 

 REDEVELOP AREAS WITHIN THE CITY AS NEEDED, IN A MANNER THAT 

PROMOTES QUALITY OF LIFE, TRANSPORTATION CHOICE, A HEALTHY 

ECONOMY, AND DISCOURAGES SPRAWL. 

 

 ACHIEVE THE HIGHEST LONG-TERM QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL 

GAINESVILLE RESIDENTS CONSISTENT WITH SOUND SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES THROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT 

PRACTICES THAT MINIMIZE DETRIMENTAL IMPACTS TO THE LAND, 

NATURAL RESOURCES, AND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE. 

 

 THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT SHALL FOSTER THE UNIQUE 

CHARACTER OF THE CITY BY DIRECTING GROWTH AND REDEVELOPMENT 

IN A MANNER THAT: USES NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS TO PROVIDE GOODS 

AND SERVICES TO CITY RESIDENTS; PROTECTS NEIGHBORHOODS; 

DISTRIBUTES GROWTH AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE CITY 

IN KEEPING WITH THE DIRECTION OF THIS ELEMENT; PRESERVES QUALITY 

OPEN SPACE; AND PRESERVES THE TREE CANOPY OF THE CITY. THE 

FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT SHALL PROMOTE STATEWIDE GOALS FOR 

COMPACT DEVELOPMENT AND EFFICIENT USE OF INFRASTRUCTURE. 



 

 ENHANCE THE CITY’S URBAN FORM THROUGH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

DESIGN STANDARDS IN THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE AND THROUGH 

COORDINATION WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA. 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 PRESERVE, PROTECT, ENHANCE AND SUPPORT THE HISTORIC, 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES WITHIN THE CITY OF 

GAINESVILLE. 

 SECURE PUBLIC SUPPORT AND AWARENESS FOR HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION/CONSERVATION EFFORTS. 

HOUSING 

 ENCOURAGE A SUFFICIENT SUPPLY OF ADEQUATE, DECENT, SAFE, 

SANITARY, HEALTHY AND AFFORDABLE RENTAL AND OWNER-OCCUPIED 

HOUSING FOR ALL INCOME GROUPS. 

 

 ASSIST THE PRIVATE AND NON-PROFIT HOUSING SECTOR IN PROVIDING 

HOUSING FOR LOW-INCOME, VERY LOW-INCOME, AND EXTREMELY LOW 

INCOME HOUSEHOLDS. 

 

 PROVIDE ALL RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE WITH A FAIR 

HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

 

 THE CITY, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF PRIVATE AND NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATIONS, SHALL MAINTAIN SOUND VIABLE NEIGHBORHOODS 

AND REVITALIZE THOSE THAT HAVE SUFFERED DISREPAIR AND NEGLECT. 

 

 ENSURE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT DOES NOT NEGATIVELY AFFECT THE 

GAINESVILLE ENVIRONMENT. 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

 TO COORDINATE THE PLANS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE VARIOUS UNITS OF 

GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE EFFECTIVE, EFFICIENT COMPREHENSIVE 

PLANNING, PROVISION OF URBAN SERVICES, AND MITIGATION OF 

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS BETWEEN JURISDICTIONS. 

 

 

 

 



POTABLE WATER & WASTEWATER  

 TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE, SAFE, ECONOMIC, RELIABLE AND 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND WATER AND WASTEWATER UTILITY 

SERVICES. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS FACILITIES 

 THE CITY SHALL COLLABORATE WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ALACHUA 

COUNTY (SCHOOL BOARD) TO PLAN FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL CAPACITY TO 

ACCOMMODATE PROJECTED ENROLLMENT DEMAND WITHIN THE FIVE 

YEAR, TEN YEAR, AND TWENTY YEAR PLANNING PERIODS. 

 

 PROVIDE ADEQUATE PUBLIC SCHOOL CAPACITY TO ACCOMMODATE 

ENROLLMENT DEMAND WITHIN THE SCHOOL BOARD’S FIVE-YEAR 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM. 

 

 THE CITY SHALL COORDINATE WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD IN THE SCHOOL 

BOARD’S EFFORTS TO PROVIDE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN APPROPRIATE 

LOCATIONS. 

 

 PROMOTE AND OPTIMIZE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION FOR 

EFFECTIVE PLANNING OF PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES. 

 

 THE CITY SHALL MONITOR AND EVALUATE THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

FACILITIES ELEMENT. 

RECREATION 

 PROVIDE SUFFICIENT PARK ACREAGE, FACILITIES, AND RECREATION 

PROGRAMS EFFICIENTLY AND IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO URBANIZED 

RESIDENTIAL AREAS. 

 

 ESTABLISH A PARK AND OPEN SPACE SYSTEM WHICH ENSURES THE 

VISIBILITY OF, PRESERVATION OF, AND ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTALLY 

SIGNIFICANT OPEN SPACES OF THE URBAN AREA. 

 

 PROVIDE FOR CITIZEN INPUT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE COMMUNITY 

DESIRES AND DEVISE SPECIFIC NEIGHBORHOOD-ORIENTED PLANS FOR 

RECREATION. 

 

 

 



SOLID WASTE 

 PROVIDE FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTES IN 

A MANNER WHICH ASSURES PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY, PROTECTS 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES, AND CONSERVES ENERGY. 

 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

 DESIGN, CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN A STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

SYSTEM THAT REDUCES THE INCIDENCE OF FLOODING, AND PROTECTS, 

PRESERVES AND ENHANCES DESIRABLE WATER QUALITY CONDITIONS, 

AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT FEASIBLE, PRESERVES AND UTILIZES THE 

EXISTING NATURAL SYSTEMS. 

TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY 

 ESTABLISH A TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM THAT ENHANCES COMPACT 

DEVELOPMENT, REDEVELOPMENT, AND QUALITY OF LIFE, THAT IS 

SENSITIVE TO CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL AMENITIES, AND THAT 

IMPLEMENTS THE VISION OF THE “YEAR 2035 LONG RANGE 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN” WITHIN THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE. THE 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM SHALL BE DESIGNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF 

PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLISTS, TRANSIT, AND AUTO USERS. SAFETY AND 

EFFICIENCY SHALL BE ENHANCED BY LIMITATIONS AND CARE IN THE 

LOCATIONS OF DRIVEWAYS, PROVISION OF SIDEWALK CONNECTIONS 

WITHIN DEVELOPMENTS, AND AN OVERALL EFFORT TO ENHANCE AND 

ENCOURAGE PEDESTRIAN MOBILITY THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY BY 

IMPROVEMENT AND PROVISION OF SAFE CROSSINGS, COMPLETE 

SIDEWALK AND TRAIL SYSTEMS, AND SIDEWALKS OF ADEQUATE WIDTHS. 

BASIC TRANSPORTATION SHOULD BE PROVIDED FOR 

TRANSPORTATIONDISADVANTAGED RESIDENTS TO EMPLOYMENT, 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, AND BASIC SERVICES. 

 

 ADOPT TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY LEVELS OF SERVICE. 

 

 DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A SAFE, CONVENIENT, AND ENERGY EFFICIENT 

MOTORIZED AND NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM TO 

ACCOMMODATE THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF THE SERVICE POPULATION AND 

THE TRANSPORTATION DISADVANTAGED THAT PROVIDES ACCESS TO 

MAJOR TRIP GENERATORS AND ATTRACTORS. 

 

 THE CITY SHALL BECOME A NATIONAL MODEL FOR AN ENHANCED 

COMMUNITY TRANSIT SYSTEM WITH A VARIETY OF TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICES THAT PROVIDE A SAFE, CONVENIENT, ACCESSIBLE, 



COMFORTABLE, CONTINUOUS, AND AESTHETICALLY PLEASING 

TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENT THAT PROMOTES WALKING AND 

TRANSIT USE. SERVICE SHALL BE PROVIDED WITH THE CLEANEST, 

QUIETEST, AND MOST ENERGY EFFICIENT EQUIPMENT FEASIBLE. 

 

 PROVIDE A SAFE, CONVENIENT, EFFICIENT, CONTINUOUS, AND 

AESTHETICALLY PLEASING TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENT THAT IS 

CONDUCIVE TO BICYCLING. 

 

 DEVELOP AN INTERCONNECTED TRAILS NETWORK THROUGHOUT THE 

URBAN AREA. 

 

 PROMOTE A MIX OF USES SUCH AS CAR TRAVEL, TRANSIT, AND 

BICYCLING BY DESIGNING STREETS USING “COMPLETE STREETS” AND 

“CONTEXT SENSITIVE STREETS” DESIGN PRINCIPLES. 

 

 STRIVE TO REDUCE SINGLE-OCCUPANT VEHICLE TRIPS WITHIN THE 

GAINESVILLE METROPOLITAN AREA. 

 

 CREATE A TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENT THAT IS FREE OF BARRIERS 

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. 

 

 PROVIDE AN AVIATION FACILITY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF PASSENGERS, 

COMMERCIAL AIRLINES, AND GENERAL AVIATION IN A SAFE AND 

EFFICIENT MANNER. 

 

 IMPLEMENT A TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY PROGRAM THAT PROMOTES 

AND ENHANCES: A. URBAN REDEVELOPMENT; B. INFILL DEVELOPMENT; C. 

A VARIETY OF TRANSPORTATION CHOICES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

INCLUDING AUTOMOTIVE, PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE AND TRANSIT; D. THE 

CITY’S ECONOMIC VIABILITY; E. DESIRABLE URBAN DESIGN AND FORM; F. 

A MIX OF RESIDENTIAL AND NON-RESIDENTIAL USES; G. 

STREETSCAPING/LANDSCAPING OF ROADWAYS WITHIN THE CITY; AND H. 

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLIST COMFORT, SAFETY AND CONVENIENCE. 


