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Evaluation 
and Appraisal 
Review (EAR)

2011 Florida Community Planning Act 

 Cities and Counties no longer required to submit evaluation and 
appraisal reports (EAR) to the State for review.

 EAR process is now an optional process for local governments to 
submit Comprehensive Plan amendments to respond to changes in 
state law.

 Local governments must inform the State by letter by the deadline 
(5/1/2019 CoG) whether changes are needed.

 If amendments are needed they must be completed within 1 year 
including any local issue or optional amendments identified in the 
letter.

 If amendments are not completed within a year than the State will 
not accept new land use amendments.
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Evaluation 
and Appraisal 
Review (EAR)

Considerations:

 The City periodically amends the Comprehensive Plan in 
accordance with state law changes as needed. 

 Example: 2018 Water supply planning amendments required by 
state law. 

 Staff has not identified any needed amendments based on 
state law changes.

 The Commission has indicated a desire to do a deep dive on the 
Comprehensive Plan with a significant public engagement 
program. 

 The state timeline may not provide enough time for a full 
community discussion that covers both issue development and 
potential policy changes.
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Example 
Comprehensive 
Plan - Denver
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Example 
Comprehensive 
Plan -
Minneapolis
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Example 
Comprehensive 
Plan - Boston
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Example 
Comprehensive 
Plan - Boston
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Example 
Comprehensive 
Plan -
Gainesville
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Recommendation

1. Authorize the City Manager to draft a letter 
informing the Department of Economic 
Opportunity that the City of Gainesville has 
not identified any necessary changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan related to changes in 
state law; and 

2. Direct staff to begin community outreach 
to start working on updating the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan to address local 
issues, and 
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2019 Land 
Development 
Code Update

 With the adoption of the new code, the City 
Commission directed the Department of Doing (DoD) 
to prepare an annual update of code amendments to 
include any regulatory changes proposed by the City 
Commission, city staff, and any privately-initiated 
applications.

 2018 annual update was completed in August 
2018, with the adoption of the ordinances by the 
City Commission commencing in February 2019. 

 Approved amendments included changes to tree 
regulations, correction of scrivener errors, urban 
development standards, and permitted uses. 
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2019 Land 
Development 
Code Update

Potential Amendments:
 Additional neighborhood notification requirements (CC)

 Zoning Changes – Pleasant Street Historic District (CC) 

 Sign Code- Target sign at Standard (CC)

 Amendments to permit a range of urban agriculture uses (A)

 Historic Preservation register nomination process (A)

 Tree mitigation for new single family dwellings (A)

 Allowing RV Parks as a use in Industrial zoning (P)

 Allow mini-warehousing in business automotive zoning (P)

 Clarify definition of metal recycling facility (P)

 Doggie daycare regulations (P)

 Building façade material standards (S)

 Any other citizen initiated requests? 

 Any other Commission directed code changes?
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Commission 
Input

Questions:

1. Is there anything on the list you don’t want us to work 
on?

2. Is there anything on the list you want us to prioritize 
and bring forward sooner?

3. Can the private amendments move forward on their 
own power?

4. Who should we do outreach to?

5. What is not on the list that should be?

6. Do you want to continue with an annual process for 
code amendments or return to single issue changes?
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Recommendations
1. Provide feedback regarding the proposed 

code update list, other potential 
amendments, timing, and outreach and 
stakeholder input efforts.
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