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Example of clarifying language from Surfside, S.C. 

●Reusable carryout bag means a carryout bag that is specifically designed and 

manufactured for multiple reuse, and meets the following criteria: i) Displays in a 

highly visible manner on the bag exterior, language describing the bag's ability to be 

reused and recycled; ii) Is constructed out of any of the following materials: (1) Cloth, 

other washable fabric, or other durable materials whether woven or non-woven; (2) 

Recyclable plastic, with a minimum thickness of 2.25 mils; or (3) Recyclable paper.
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Some additional points for consideration:
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● (a)  Any food service provider or retail establishment that reported an annual gross income/revenue under $500,000 per

location on its income tax filing for the most recent tax year, and that is not a chain store (three or more stores located within the 

city that conduct business under the same business name, or operate under common ownership or management or pursuant to a franchise 

agreement with the same franchisor), may request from the city [ commission, or staff?] a financial hardship waiver from 

compliance with the requirements of this Division.  The city [ commission, or staff] may grant a waiver if the food service provider

or retail establishment provides reasonable evidence of the following:

● (1) there is no comparable alternative product not composed of expanded polystyrene or a single-use carry out plastic bag that 

would cost the same as or less than the expanded polystyrene container or single-use carry out plastic bag, and

● (2) the purchase or use of an alternative product would create an undue financial hardship.

● (b)  If granted, a financial hardship waiver shall be valid for twelve (12) months and may be renewed upon submittal of a new 

request for financial hardship waiver. 




