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TO: City Plan Board   

                                            
            Item Number: 3 

FROM: Planning & Development Services Department 
Staff 
 

DATE: June 27, 2019  

 
Applicant 
 
Andrea Zelman, agent for Trademark Metals Recycling, LLC.  
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff does not recommend approval of PB-18-00180. 
 
Discussion 

 

This privately initiated petition proposes to amend the definition of “Recycling Center”, contained 

in Section 30-2.1 of the City’s Land Development Code, to allow for activities associated with the 

collection and preparation of scrap metal from automobiles and household appliances for transport 

offsite for scrap metal recovery.  The Code’s definition for recycling centers includes operations 

primarily engaged in collecting, sorting, transporting, compacting, cleaning and breaking of 

reusable material, including but not limited to glass, paper, aluminum, steel cans, reusable 

household items and plastic, which is intended for reuse, remanufacture or reconstitution in an 

altered form.  The definition specifically excludes operations engaged in burning or melting of 

such products, the collection of refuse, household appliances, auto parts or hazardous materials, 

and the wrecking or dismantling of auto salvage material.  Recycling centers are a permitted use 

within the General Industrial (I-2) zoning district, and may be approved via special use permit in 

the following zoning districts and corresponding land use categories (zoning map attached):  

 

Zoning Land Use 

MU-2 (Mixed-Use Medium Intensity) MUM (Mixed-Use Medium Intensity) 

BUS (General Business) C (Commercial) 

W (Warehousing and Wholesaling) C (Commercial), I (Industrial) 

I-1 (Limited Industrial) IND (Industrial) 

 

The Mixed-Use Medium Intensity land use category allows a mixture of residential, office, and 

business uses.  Public and private schools, institutions of higher learning, places of religious 
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assembly and community facilities are also identified as being appropriate uses in this category.  

The Comprehensive Plan requires that land development regulations ensure a compact, pedestrian 

environment for these areas and provide guidelines for the compatibility of permitted uses.  The 

Commercial land use category identifies those areas most appropriate for large scale highway-

oriented commercial uses, and directs the Code to control intensity by adopting height limits and 

requiring buildings to face the street.   

 

The proposed amended definition would allow for the preparation of automobiles and household 

appliances for offsite scrap metal recovery.  This type of activity currently falls under the Land 

Development Code definition of “Junkyard (or salvage yard)”, which includes operations 

primarily engaged in the dismantling, demolition or abandonment of automobiles or other vehicles 

or machinery or parts thereof.  Junkyards are a permitted use in the I-2 zoning district and may be 

approved as a special use in the I-1 district.  This use is additionally regulated by Article V, Section 

30-5.15 which outlines spacing and screening requirements to mitigate for potential impacts to 

neighboring properties.   

 

Expanding allowable operations within recycling center facilities as proposed would allow for 

activities that are now only permitted within industrial districts to be potentially approved in an 

area designated for commercial or mixed-use purposes.  This presents compatibility concerns in 

relation to existing and future development within these land use categories as well as adjacent 

land uses.  The Comprehensive Plan directs the Land Development Code to consider negative 

externalities of industrial uses, and the Code clarifies special considerations for junkyard uses 

specifically.  The proposed activity is most appropriate within industrial zoning districts which are 

expected to include activities which may emit noise, vibration, dust, odor or pollutants.   

 

There are five established recycling center facilities in the city of Gainesville (see attached list), 

all of which could conceivably expand their operations if the definition were to be amended.  All 

but one of these facilities are located within the I-2 (Industrial) zoning district.  The compatibility 

concern lies with those existing and future facilities not located within an area designated for 

industrial uses.  Recycling centers are not additionally regulated by Article V which provides for 

specific use standards that are more restrictive than the general requirements of the zoning district.  

Placing additional standards on this use would be advised if the definition were to be amended to 

allow for activities related to the preparation of automobiles and household appliances.  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Brittany McMullen, AICP 

Planner III 

 

List of Exhibits 

 

Exhibit A:  Existing Recycling Center Definition from Code Section 30-2.1 

Exhibit B:  Application with proposed text amendment  

Exhibit C:  Zoning map 

Exhibit D:  List of recycling centers within city limits 
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City Limits
     Zoning Districts

BUS: General Business District
I-1: Limited Industrial
I-2: General Industrial
MU-2: Mixed Use Medium Intensity
W: Warehousing and Wholesaling

BUS, I-1, I-2, MU-2, and W Zoning Districts

Service Layer Credits: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user
community

Exhibit C



Exhibit D

Recycling Centers within Gainesville City Limits

Facility Name Location Zoning

CMC Recycling 1508 NW 55th Place I-2 (General Industrial)

Florida Concrete Recycling 930 SW 3rd St I-2 (General Industrial)

Recycling Services of America 2874 NE 1st Terr I-2 (General Industrial)

Trade Mark Metals 901 E Waldo Road U8 (Urban 8)

Tropical Recycling 2830 N Main St I-2 (General Industrial)
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