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Wayfinding
• Non-Standard signs: Unique Designs

• Brand identity?

Wayfinding Design Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the past few years, several new or renewed parks received unique sign designs. These have been very popular with residents. While enhancing the specific park character, the new signs do not have a common theme, and do not represent a system of parks or a park brand. 
While many of the parks are “fun” and their signs are designed to enhance that trait, other parks are more formal, i.e., the Thomas Center Gardens, or the Suicide Memorial Garden in Cofrin Park. 
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Resources for the New 
Wayfinding Standards

• The Sign Policy

• PRCA Vision 2020 Master Plan, 2012
• Visibility, accessibility

• The Blue Ribbon Repot: 
• Parks as Front Doors 
• Inclusive design
• Brand colors, aesthetics, and fonts

• Wild Spaces Public Places guiding principles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discus briefly: 

Blue Ribbon Report, 2015
Mayor appointed committee: Q: “How can Gainesville become more competitive?”
Potential A: new airport? Conference center? Housing? 
But, IDEO: Design thinking experts. One-year community engagement process 
Today’s economy is about service, about people, about hospitality, putting the customer in the center: Apple, Disney, Publix. The City is serving the people, and should make it easy and welcoming to all: Citizen-Centered Government
This changed processes, employee attitudes, stakeholder engagement, Front Doors (human interaction at front desks and park ambassadors, internet interface, physical front doors of buildings, and thus parks as well), the City’s logo (Gainesville, citizen centered, people empowered), and business cards (“how can I empower you?”) 



Wayfinding
• New Wayfinding Design Goals

• Parks as Front Doors

• Clear, welcoming, accessible wayfinding

• Unified look to enhance City and Parks brand

• Create opportunity for unique design and character at each park

Wayfinding Design Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our parks are part of the City’s Front Doors: a place that the City welcomes its residents and guests, and takes pride and responsibility. Therefore, it is important to tie the park wayfinding to the City’s brand, which includes philosophy, colors, style. 
To make the signs friendly and accessible to all users, it was also important to include icons and text. 



Wayfinding
• Stakeholder input

• Open House

• Focus Groups

• PRCA Advisory Boards

• Cross-disciplinary Staff Team

Wayfinding Design Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along the design process we heard from stakeholders the need to have unified design Standards (that’s the meaning of Standards), while allowing for unique creative expression at each park.



Wayfinding
• Clear, unifying design, consistent with City’s brand

• Allow for unique creative expression

Wayfinding Design Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new Wayfinding Design Standards include a menu of signs – not all of them need to be used at each park, but as needed. 
Base colors used are from the City’s branding palette. Most signs include room for unique graphic expression and/or maps, that can dramatically change the look of the sign:
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• EXAMPLE: Unique creative expression
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Signs were designed to include all needed information in a friendly and easy manner. 
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• Same old Kiosk, new graphic template

• Mile marker

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nature Parks’ kiosk and welcome wood structures will remain the same. The graphic component will be revised to match the other new signs, and provide a more organized and unified look. 
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• Map templates

• Information included

• Graphic style

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maps were designed to include beneficial information for park user, including ADA info, access to the park, amenities, distances, and more. 



Wayfinding
• Map templates

• Information included

• Graphic style

Wayfinding Design Standards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Wayfinding Design Intent Document and Wayfinding Standards include detail information for design and production of new signs, and will be a useful tool for city staff, designers, production and maintenance staff. 
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Thank you!

Sarit Sela, City Architect
selas@cityofgainesville.org 352-393-8649 

mailto:selas@cityofgainesville.org
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