Tree Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
November 13th, 2019 // 405 NW 39th AVE

The meeting began at 4:35 p.m.  Board members in attendance were EJ Bolduc, Jason Smith, Erick Smith, and Ryan Klein. Also present were Brian Watkins, Joe Wolf, Emily Nieves, Chelsea Proia, and Elisabeth Manley. Ryan Klein, the board’s newest student member, was introduced to the Board. Mr. Klein has extensive experience in nursery growing, arboriculture, and environmental horticulture. A motion was made by EJ Bolduc to approve the minutes for the October 2nd meeting; Jason Smith seconded the motion with an amendment to the minutes; vote was unanimous.
Public Comment
Ryan Klein reported a tree that had fallen near the Sweetwater Branch Creek near the administration building. Staff stated they would have the Public Works Tree Crew find the tree and remove if on city property.
Jason Smith commented that he had been looking through herbarium records and found an interesting record regarding Liriodendron trees located near the corner of NW 8th AVE and 12th ST, which appeared to be a very rare, native display of such trees. Jason visited the site and found many of them, one of which was at least 6 feet in diameter. EJ suggested the adjacent property was likely owned by Trimark Properties but that they may be open to the city acquiring the land if it is not already city property. The board requested that city staff begin researching the logistics of acquiring the land with tree mitigation fund money to preserve the trees and possibly establish a nature park. Staff advised they would research the current ownership of the land and express the board’s interest to the Public Works Land Rights Coordinator and PRCA Nature Operations Manager.
Chelsea Proia also brought up with the group that she would like to see an arboretum established, and that staff had discussed utilizing it to help individuals visualize the high quality shade trees before planting. Jason suggested that it could be done in partnership with UF. The group discussed the potential of Evergreen Cemetery as a potential site; Chelsea said she would reach out to the groundskeeper to gauge interest.
New Business – Grow Hub
EJ provided some background regarding the origins of the idea. Brian described his experience so far learning about Grow Hub and the extent of the support from county and city leadership for the idea. EJ commented on the necessity of contract growing to obtain diverse trees, since market demand is not sufficient for procuring them. Jason argued that the city should still engage in growing contracts with other nurseries. The board discussed the logistics of the group providing assistance to the organization. Erick suggested assistance from UF’s environmental horticulture groups could help; Ryan commented it would be best that Grow Hub have someone on staff for structural pruning. Both Ryan and Jason expressed concern on the complexity of growing nursery stock and the specialized skills it requires. The board was in agreement that whatever contract or deposit was made with Grow Hub would be strictly based on market costs of similar contract growing, and that the Tree Mitigation Funds could not be mixed with county funds to ensure that the funds are used strictly within city limits. The board requested that Brian draft a proposal for the Tree Advisory Board to review over the next meeting, and define what they want out of the contract.
Public Works Update
Emily provided staff with the draft HB1159 panel questions for the Urban Forestry Workshop and will email the speakers soon with further instructions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]GRU Update
Joe advised that GRU is discontinuing the GRU tree list. He also informed the board of the county’s intention to require utility companies to move infrastructure at their own expense for roadway expansion projects. GRU is concerned of the ramifications it will have in the future and the precedent it will set. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,					Chair __________________________ Date _____________
Emily Nieves, Program Assistant				
