City of (Gainesville, Florida
Office of Mayor dguren Poe
PROCIAMATION

WHEREAS, the (sainesville Cultural Affairs Boards Pusiness Arts, Individual Arts, and Tennie Kesl Tifetime Arts
Awards recognige those individuals and businesses that have made significant contributions to the advancement of the arts in
our community; and

WHEREAS, PBusiness Arts Award recipient the Civic IMedia Center recently celebrated 26 years of serving the
(Gainesville Community as a nonprofit community events space, info-shop, and fibrary. Since 1993, Phe Civic Media Center
fias hosted countless art exhibits, concerts, film screenings, creative workshops, puppet shows, theater, performance art, poetry
Jams, dance parties, book signings, and functioned as a lighthouse for students, activists, artists, and anyone (ooking to plug in to
the richness of (Gainesville community. Fhe Civic Media Center is much more than a [ibrary, It is Gainesville's “BRoom of
Requirement,” shifting forms over the decades to meet the changing needs of our community; and

WHEREAS; ‘Individual Arts Award recipient Qiaunte Jenkins' and his company, {United We PDance, provide adults
‘with [ittle to no training the opportunity to learn and perform. His dancers train in various styles including ballet, Fip-Ftop,
Jaee and contemporary. Jhe company hosts unique community performances for audiences of all ages and backgrounds to
enjoy. Mr. Jenkins has taught weekly classes for the Pace Center for (sirls. Dhe experience helped youth build skill in
performance, sharpen discipline and strengthen self-esteem. e sets high standards for his dancers. M. Jenkins has a heart
for community. He is a visionary with great courage; and

WHEREAS, Individual Arts Award recipient Aghley Ortie-Piae is a 2018 UF MIF A Recipient and is currently the
head curator of the 4gMOSD Gallery. She has successfully brought conversations to (zainesville through her artwork while
also empowering and amplifying the voices of active community members and incarcerated individuals. Qhis year she
partnered with the (sainesville CIncarcerated Workers Qrganiging Committee to create an exhibition which displayed
‘writing from incarcerated individuals, protest materials from solidarity demonstrations and artworks created by youth held in
pre-trial detention. Puring her years at {UF she was one of the key organigers to form a student-backed coalition fo
address racial and gender disparity among key aspects of the program; and

WHEREAS, Tennie Kesl Tifetime Arts Award recipient Ilene Sifverman has been involved with the artistic community
her entire [ife. Her befief in the importance of the cultural arts has translated into her G0 show, dedicated to sharing with
the community all of the opportunities (Gainesville has to offer. Jhe Ulene Silverman Show has been, and continues to be, a
resource for those with [imited access to, or comfort with the internet. Her guests cover afl aspects of life and help get the
‘word out about the services, assistance, and opportunities available. llene Silverman’s passion and energy are never flagging.
Tter personal and professional dedication to the arts and her community are mind blowing. Her support of charities,
fundraisers, and the Arts community make Gainesville a beautiful place to live..

NOW, JHERESFORE, 9, Tauren Poe, by the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Gainesville, do hereby
proclaim March 5, 2020 as
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in the City of Gainesville and invite all our citizens to join me to recogniee Gyhe Civic Media Center, Piaunte Jenkins,
Ashley Ortie-Piae and dlene Silverman as recipients of the 2020 Apts Awards and express our appreciation for their
overall dedication to the cuftural fife of our community.

IN WIDNESS WHEREQ, q have hereunto set my hand and caused-to-be_gffixed the official seaf of the City of
(Gainesvifle, Jlorida, this 17th day of January, A.D., 2020. :j\'\’_‘ C
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