




Historic Preservation Board Report 
Petition HP-20-00014 

March 3, 2020 

Street and then run for 22 feet along the sidewalk until turning back towards the house (see Exhibit 

5). 

REVIEW 

The proposed new fence in the rear yard of the property meets the City of Gainesville's Historic 

Preservation Rehabilitation and Design Guidelines for fencing because it is in the rear yard, it is 

proposed to be made of wood, and it would be no greater than six feet in height. However, for the 

proposed fence in the side yard of the property and along the highly visible NE 6th Avenue side of 

the property, the petitioner is requesting a height that exceeds what is allowable through staff 

approval, and therefore requires approval of the Historic Preservation Board (HPB). 

In the past the HPB has heard discussion about fencing on corner lots in the neighborhood. At a 

July 7, 2015 meeting during a request to address the board, it appeared that the board could be 

satisfied with a six foot fence that was solid for four feet in height and then more of an open design 

for the remaining two feet in height. They also indicated that the location of the fence relative to the 

sidewalk would be a factor in their decision. The staff recommendations take into account the 

comments of the board from the July HPB meeting. The board should deliberate on the height 

issue of the fence proposed next to the public sidewalk. Exhibit 2 includes an addendum with an 

explanation of the need for the proposed fence from the homeowner. 

Basis for Approval - Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness application is pursuant to Section 30-3.5 of the 

Land Development Code and the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation which serves 

as the basis for the City of Gainesville's Historic Preservation Rehabilitation and Design Guidelines. 

The Historic Preservation Board shall adhere to the preservation principles of maintaining historic 

fabric and compatibility with surrounding properties. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application with the following conditions: 

• The portion of the fence along NE 6th Avenue can be solid for up to four feet in height and

then have a more open design for the remaining two feet in height, for a total of no more

than six feet in height.
• The portion of the fence along NE 6th Avenue should be set back at least five-feet from the

back of the sidewalk.
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