
The Neighborhoods as Community Assets project (or Porters Narrative, 
as it’s fondly known) received the Award of Excellence in neighborhood 
planning from the Florida Chapter of the American Planning Association. 
Please see below for the APA FL’s synopsis of the program; the complete 
narrative is contained in the pages that follow.  

2019 Project Award Winners 
Awards of Excellence 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AS COMMUNITY ASSETS 
Category: Neighborhood Planning 

Since the 1960’s, planners have wrestled with how to meaningfully engage neighborhoods in 
planning processes. To meaningfully engage, neighborhoods must possess informational, social, 
and political capacities. The project, Neighborhoods as Community Assets, pilot tested a new 
“participatory neighborhood narrative” process for neighborhood capacity building and planning. 
The process was tested over 15 months in Porters, a historically African American neighborhood 
in Gainesville, Florida, which is facing gentrification. The transferrable process directly 
strengthened the neighborhood by building all three capacities, which in turn led to more 
meaningful participation and tangible impacts, within the neighborhood and in relation to local 
planning. 

#200150

https://florida.planning.org/
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