
From: toylandusedcars@aol.com
To: Castillo, Juan; McMullen, Brittany A; tdaniellaw@gmail.com; personsa@cityofgainesville.org;

toylandusedcars@aol.com; teresarajaee@aol.com
Subject: 1516 N Main St. Please see attached 31 pages for May 27th Meeting
Date: Monday, May 17, 2021 5:32:16 PM
Attachments: 1516 N Main St First 24 pages.pdf

1516 N Main St Last 7 pages.pdf

Our objective is to keep the non conforming use status at 1516 N Main St., in order to
allow vehicle sales with outdoor display.  Provided below is documentation supporting
that the property was not abandoned.  
 
The property at 1516 N Main was not abandoned or vacant for longer than three
months (October, November, and December of 2020).  The documentation indicates
the property was in use and active until September 2020.  The property was definitely
not abandoned, which is supported by the following:

1. We have attached the commercial lease with extensions on the lease until May
10, 2021 signed by the owner of the property at the time, Ms. Venda Lewis of
Lewis Oil Company, on May 2018

2. We have attached GRU bills for an active account for the months of March
2020, April 2020, May 2020, June 2020, July 2020, August 2020, and
September 2020.  The month of September shows a spike as the property was
cleaned and vacated. I need the City Planners to realize this is also the time of
the 2020 Pandemic Covid-19 restrictions in our Community, accounting for the
voltage usage to drop since the CDC and The White House requested
businesses to close and workers to stay home and that they would issue
stimulus money to pay for mortgage, rents, payroll, and utilities.  As you can see
on page 2 of  September's GRU bar graph for this 200 square foot office, that it
directly correlates to decreased public activity and outings during Covid.  (May I
note even City Employees were asked to stay at home during this time.) City
Staff has concurred the business was open in April and May of 2020, confirming
the photos of the car was legitimate.  These months have the same billing as
June, July, August, and September

3. We have a signed and notarized statement from the manager of operations at
Community Overdrive that he was active at 1516 N Main St. until September 28,
2020

4. We have a statement from Ms. Venda Lewis of Lewis Oil Company, owner of
the property at the time, that to her recollection there was activity by her tenant
until August 2020

5. We have a statement from the owner at Auto Plaza located at 2222 N Main St
that Community Overdrive was conducting business until August 2020

6. We have a statement from the manager at Tire Outlet at 1320 N Main St that
Community Overdrive was active until September 2020

7. We have a statement from the owner at Gator City Motors at 1700 N Main St
that Community Overdrive was active until August or September 2020

8. We have a statement from the owners of Magic Imports at 1725 N Main St that
Community Overdrive was in operation until September 2020

9. We have a statement from the owner at First Place Auto Sales, Inc. at 638 N
Main St that Community Overdrive was still in operation around August and
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September 2020

<!--[if !supportLists]-->10. <!--[endif]-->We have a statement from the owner at Next
Generation Auto Sales at 2202 N Main St that Community Overdrive was
operating until August or September 2020

11. We have photos of the business active and advertising in April and May 2020. 
We believe the lack of advertising after this period may be due to uncertain
times and the request of the CDC for individuals to stay home

12. We have attached three photos of the business open. One photo which staff
has presented from Google maps (with an unknown time stamp). A second one
which we found on FaceBook showing the lot full of cars in April. A third photo
which includes an announcement was posted in May 2020.  With the reduction
of business activity due to Covid and the closure of in person auto auctions, in
my professional opinion after doing auto sales for 35 years, that it would have
taken Community Overdrive a minimum of three (3) months to dispose of or
wholesale these vehicles

13. In addition, Wilfred Baker remodeled the property after Community Overdrive
moved out. He presented his lease to the DMV for his dealer license in
December 2020.  He was informed by the DMV that the City of Gainesville had
notified them not to issue a license with the allowable continuous use of a BA
zoning.  He was informed that the City Planning Dept of Gainesville had
(prematurely and incorrectly) notified them that no license was to be issued.  Mr.
Wilfred Baker should have rightfully received his dealer license, as he was
within the time statute for non conforming usage.  Upon receiving this license he
would have been operational that month, thus never breaking the chain of
occupancy in question

We believe we have taken on the burden to present relevant evidence to establish
that the use has not been abandoned.  We therefore ask you to issue a permit with
the non abandoned usage to allow outdoor display of vehicles.

We truly appreciate your time and consideration in this matter.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mohammad Rajaee
FJD Enterprise LLC 


































































