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STAFF REPORT 
City of Gainesville Historic Preservation Board 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Public Hearing 1 
   Petition HP-21-0064, Certificate of Appropriateness to install fencing 
 
ADDRESS/PARCEL: 502 NE 8th Avenue 
   12304-000-000 
 
DESIGNATION/ 
CLASSIFICATION: Northeast Residential District, Non-contributing structure 
 
DATE OF 
CONSTRUCTION: c. 1948 (ACPA); c. 1950 per FMSF ALO3472 
 
OWNER:  Larina Hintze 
 
PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION: This is a one-story Ranch-style block structure (half-height concrete block) 

that was built circa 1949 and features double-hung, 6/6 wood windows 
with brick sills. The Ranch style is expressed by the massing’s horizontal 
emphasis and one-car garage incorporated at the end of the structure. The 
lot is located on the northeast corner of NE 8th Avenue and NE 5th Street. 

 
APPLICATION 
BACKGROUND: This application came to the Board on August 17, 2021, to request the 

installation of a fence on top of a small perimeter wall that runs along the 
front of the property (NE 8th Avenue) and along a portion of the sides of 
the property (NE 5th Street and the eastern property line). Though the 
metal picket fence is an approved fencing material, the overall fence height 
(the 4’ proposed fence on top of the existing 1.5’ wall) would have been 
5.5 feet, which necessitated Board review. Current Design Guidelines allow 
for staff approval if the overall height does not exceed 4’, if the fencing is 
more than 50% transparent. The Board denied the application. 

 
PROJECT  
DESCRIPTION: The applicant has provided a revised application which proposes the same 

location for the metal picket fence but at a height of 3’, on top of the 
existing 1.5’ wall. This is a reduction of the proposed fence by 1’. Added to 
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the height of the existing wall, it still creates a situation that necessitates 
Board approval, since it will be a total of 54”, or 6” over what could be 
approved by Staff. There are currently 8’ shrubs that are planted just 
behind the low wall along NE 8th Avenue (the front of the property.) 

 
STAFF 
EVALUATION: A metal picket fence is an allowed material in the Historic Preservation 

Rehabilitation and Design Guidelines (see Fences and Garden Walls 
Section, Page 134) and is considered a “mostly open” design, since the 
visibility through a picket fence is more than 50%. 

 
 The property owner desires to protect her property and pets from the 

traffic on NE 8th Avenue, and the low wall that exists is not enough to 
contain the animals. The location of the proposed fence remains the same 
as in the original application. The fence will be placed on top of the wall 
along NE 8th Avenue (the front of the property,) for 17’ on the west side 
(along NE 5th Street), and between the adjacent property to the east for 
30.68 feet. 

 
 At the front of the property, there is already an 8’ hedge, which would 

mostly eliminate any visual impact of the metal picket fence. 
 
 The property owner has investigated the cost of the fencing, and is 

proposing 3’, even though it is still half a foot over what is acceptable for 
Staff review, because fencing under 3’ is considered a custom build and is 
much more costly. 

 
APPLICABLE 
STANDARDS: The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are to be 

applied to rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into 
consideration economic and technical feasibility. 

 
 Many of the Standards do not apply to new fencing which encroach upon 

the structure itself very minimally, and particularly since this property is 
classified as a Non-Contributing Structure. 

 
 STANDARD 2:  The historic character of a property shall be retained and 

preserved. The alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 
property shall be avoided. 
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 This fence project does not affect a historic property, does not negatively 
impact neighboring Contributing Structures, and does not alter the 
character of the space, since the yard is already enclosed with a wall on 
the same location as the proposed fence. 

 
 STANDARD 9:  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 

construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
 The proposed fence (related new construction) is not affecting historic 

materials. Again, this is a building that has been classified as Non-
Contributing. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
FROM STAFF: Staff recommends the approval of Application HP-21-00064, providing for 

the 6” fence height variance, as the proposal conforms to the applicable 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 

  
 
EXHIBIT 1: Map of the property 
EXHIBIT 2: Photographs 
EXHIBIT 3: New diagram showing location and height of proposed fence  
EXHIBIT 4: Original COA Application 
EXHIBIT 5: Florida Master Site File AL03472 
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EXHIBIT 1: Map of Property located at 502 NE 8th Avenue 
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EXHIBIT 2: Photographs of Property located at 502 NE 8th Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Existing wall and hedge 
along NE 8th Avenue 

Detail of 1.5’ wall 
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Existing wall and hedge 
along NE 8th Avenue 

Arch feature to side of house, on NE 5th 
Street, where fence will terminate at a 

gate within the arch 
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Existing wall does not deter encroachment 
on property or contain dogs 

Corner view of property from NE 5th Street 
and NE 8th Avenue 






























