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VISION TRIANGLE (B)

ORDINANCE NO. 0-03-53; PETITION 37TCH-03PB

An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, amending section 30-341 of the Land Development Code, relating
to vision triangle regulations; providing directions to the codifier; providing a severability clause; providing a
repealing clause; and providing an immediate effective date.

The City Commission adopt the proposed ordinance.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT STAFF REPORT

The vision triangle is a portion of land on corner lots where nothing is permitted to be built, placed, or grown that
would limit or obstruct the sight distance of motorists entering or leaving the intersection. The purpose of the vision
triangle is to ensure that there is adequate and safe visibility at intersections. The current provisions of Section 30-
341 in the City of Gainesville Land Development Code are more restrictive than the standards of the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). This can be a problem in particular areas of
the City where infill development is encouraged. In specific areas that are regulated by special area plans such as
University Heights and College Park, the special area plans require the AASHTO standard for vision triangles.

The city public works department has researched the vision triangle requirements, and recommends adoption of the
AASHTO sight triangle standards. Included in the petition are selected illustrations from the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) Roadway and Traffic Design Standards, 2000 edition, Standard Index 546 - sheet 1 and 2,
which illustrate the AASHTO standards. This design standard publication is subject to periodical updating. The
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FDOT has adopted the AASHTO standards and the illustrations clearly summarize the AASHTO sight triangle
standards and provide for easy to understand diagrams. The FDOT and AASHTO standards are recognized
statewide and nationally, respectively.

The Plan Board heard the petition and recommended that this petition be approved.

Public notice was published in the Gainesville Sun on April 1, 2003. The Plan Board held a public hearing April 17,
2003. Planning Division staff recommended that the Plan Board approve the petition. The Plan Board
recommended that the City Commission approve Petition 37TCH-03 PB. Plan Board vote 4-0.

None

CITY ATTORNEY MEMORANDUM
This ordinance requires two public hearings. If the Commission adopts the ordinance on first reading, the second
and final reading will be held on Monday, July 14, 2003.
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