
City Hall
200 East University Avenue
Gainesville, Florida  32601

City of Gainesville

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 1130250. Name:

Status:Type: Discussion Item Filed

File created: In control:8/21/2013 Audit, Finance and Legislative Committee

On agenda: Final action:8/27/2013

Title: Charter Review Item Regarding Local Government Structures (B)

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 1. Michael J  Scicchitano Bio.PDF, 2. 130250A-Scicchitano Presentation-Local Government
Structures.PDF, 3. 130250B_Memo_20130827.pdf, 4. 130250C_Presentation_20130827.pdf, 5.
130250D_Statistics-CM vs MC_20130827   .pdf, 6. 130250E_Statistics-Cities_20130827.pdf, 7.
130250F_Best Places to Live - Money Magazine_20130827.pdf, 8.
130250G_CNNMoneyTop100for2011_20130827.pdf, 9. 130250H_Range Rider Program
Flyer_20130827.pdf, 10. 130250C-MOD_Presentation_20130827.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

DiscussedCity Commission8/27/2013 1

Charter Review Item Regarding Local Government Structures (B)

On July 29, 2013 the City Commission held a special meeting to review and discuss the City’s Charter and
evaluate possible changes.  The City Commission requested the City Auditor to schedule presentations on
forms of local government from representatives of the University of Florida, Santa Fe College or professional
organizations, as practicable.

We have arranged for Dr. Michael Scicchitano from the University of Florida to present an overview on local
government structures.  Dr. Scicchitano is an associate professor of political science and the director of the
Masters Program in Public Affairs at UF, where he has taught courses on public budgeting, computer
applications, program evaluation and public policy and administration to graduate and undergraduate students.
He is also Director of the Florida Survey Research Center <http://www.flsurveyresearch.org/> at UF and has
implemented hundreds of survey research and program evaluation projects.  He is also editor of State and Local
Government Review, which is the official journal for American Society for Public Administration’s section on
intergovernmental management.  His research on issues related to public policy and public affairs have been
widely published.

The City Manager has also arranged for Kurt Bressner, a Range Rider for ICMA, to present information on the
Council/Manager form of government following Dr. Scicchitano’s presentation.  Mr. Bressner is a retired City
Manager who most recently served as the Boynton Beach City Manager.  In his role as a Range Rider for
ICMA, Mr. Bressner provides information to communities discussing the Council/Manager form of government
and serves as a recruiter for small cities and counties seeking to fill manager positions.

This item is related to legislative file # 120125 - Overall Charter Review Process Referral.

The City Commission: 1) hear presentations regarding forms of local government and 2) take appropriate
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