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The National PAL Mentoring Initiative will implement youth mentoring programs that strengthen and
expand mentoring services to at-risk/high-risk youth populations, through PAL Chapters. Target youth
include those who a) live in communities with high community risk factors including poverty,
unemployment, violent crime, and drug/gang involvement; b) attend schools that have a high
percentage of students eligible for free and reduced price meals and have high rates of absenteeism;
c) are American Indian or Alaska Native; d) have one or more parents in the military; and/or e) live in
rural communities. Mentors and mentees will participate in positive mentoring activities through PAL
Chapters, providing greater opportunities for individual/group mentoring and academic achievement.
The performance measurements for this initiative will include increasing the participating youth’s view
of law enforcement, understanding of the dangers of drug and gang involvement, and increasing their
perception of social support.
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